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Jan Ciucka served as a soldier in the Polish Army in the West during World War 1I. His
story is similar to thousands of men and women who served with the Polish Armed Forces. What
IS unique about Jan is that he wrote meticulous notes in a notebook which recorded what he had
learned while training to be a sapper. A sapper can be defined as a soldier responsible for tasks
such as building and repairing roads and bridges, laying and clearing mines, etc. Jan’s notebook
is full of such information and is a unique record of the training of a Polish sapper. Before
presenting the notebook proper, it is important that we know something about the soldier who
kept the notebook.

Jan Ciuc¢ka was born on December 2, 1914 in Sopotnia Mata, Powiat Zywiec, Woj,
Krakowskie, Poland. His parents were Michat and Maria.

When war broke out, Jan had completed elementary education (Grade 7), his compulsory
military service as well as his carpentry apprenticeship and had begun his future as a
carpenter. Soon after the Germans began rounding up young men especially those with military
training, Jan was picked up and put on a north bound train but he and two friends jumped off and
hitched a ride on a train heading south. So began his perilous trip through Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania and Yugoslavia all the while evading Nazi sympathizers and police.

Eventually they reached the Middle East in 1940 where Jan served with Independent
Carpathian Brigade in the Libya campaign (1941-1942) where and spent most of his service
detecting mines. Later he was assigned to the 1% Sapper Company (Captain Piesko), 3™
Carpathian Sapper Battalion (Major Turowski), 3" Carpathian Division, 2" Corps and saw
service in Italy, Monte Cassino and finally Bari, Italy. He achieved the rank of sergeant.

For his service, Jan was awarded Krzyz Walecznych, Krzyz Zastugi, Krzyz Pamigtkowy
Monte Cassino, Africa Star, Italy Star and the War Medal 1939-1945.

Jan married Stanistawa Drozd on February 23, 1946 in the military chapel in Grottamare,
Italy. Stanistawa was born on April 4, 1920 in Zywiec, Poland. Her parents were Wojciech and
Aniela. Stanislawa had been taken as forced labour to an Austrian farm and later to a German
munitions factory. At the end of the war, she was released and she made her way to Bari in Italy
and joined the Polish 2" Corps” Women’s Auxiliary where she met up with Jan whom she had
known in Zywiec.

They had a son while still in Italy — Mirostaw.

Jan left for England shortly after he married Stanistawa in Italy. He was assigned to the
Polish Resettlement Corps Camp at Grove Park. He started at his first job in England as a
carpenter on April 7, 1947 with Holland, Hannen and Cubitts in Windsor.

He immediately found employment. Stanistawa and Mirostaw joined him later. A
quonset hut on a vacated army base was provided as a home. Here they spent the next 4 years. In
the winter if 1951, after rejecting emigration to Argentina, the family sailed to Canada travelling
by train from Halifax to London. There they took up residence with Jan’s army friend for a
couple of years before purchasing their own home. Work on the Fanshawe dam was his first job
followed by other construction jobs including Our Lady of Czestochowa church, ending his
career at the University of Western Ontario. After retirement Jan spent the next 22 years reading



and walking with his dog and relaxing up north with Stanistawa, son Mirus, and daughter-in-law
Halina.

Jan died on May 20, 1996. Stanistawa died on April 20, 2011. Both in London, Ontario,
Canada.

The Sapper’s Notebook
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Jan Ciucka

< Jan Ciucka, Egypt, 1943
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Swieto Zotnierza
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The grave of Sergeant Szulc, Tobruk
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